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My baby brother Shawn is awful! 
He wakes up at dawn and cries all 
day! Then he stops and yawns. 
Then he cries all night too!  

Today I tried to draw a picture 
and he crawled on to the table. 
Then he sat on the paper! That 
was the last straw! I want to swap 
him for a better baby brother. 

 Maybe a puppy would be better! His paws would be soft 
and sweet! But his claws would be sharp and hurt me.  

I saw a baby deer on TV last week. They are called fawns. 
A deer would be a good brother. We could ride the seesaw 
together on the lawn. But Mummy says the law won’t let 
me keep a pet deer.  

A hawk or a parrot might be nice! But they squawk and 
are so loud! 

Phoneme Finders: Reproduction 
Circle all the words in the story with ‘aw’ in them.                            

There are 20 to find! 

A lion cub would grow up and roar 
and be an awesome brother! But 
they have scary teeth in their jaws!  

Maybe Shawn is not so bad after 
all. He has some flaws, but I love 
him really. 



Name: ___________________________ 
 

 

  

My baby brother Shawn is awful! 
He wakes up at dawn and cries all 
day! Then he stops and yawns. 
Then he cries all night too!  

Today I tried to draw a picture 
and he crawled on to the table. 
Then he sat on the paper! That 
was the last straw! I want to swap 
him for a better baby brother. 

 
Maybe a puppy would be better! His paws would be soft 
and sweet! But his claws would be sharp and hurt me.  

I saw a baby deer on TV last week. They are called fawns. 
A deer would be a good brother. We could ride the seesaw 
together on the lawn. But Mummy says the law won’t let 
me keep a pet deer.  

A hawk or a parrot might be nice! But they squawk and 
are so loud! 

A lion cub would grow up and roar 
and be an awesome brother! But 
they have scary teeth in their jaws!  

Maybe Shawn is not so bad after all. 
He has some flaws, but I love him 
really. 

Phoneme finders Answers 
Did you find them all?  



Name: ___________________________ 
 

Guidance for Parents 
 

If your child is still at home, this reading activity will hopefully help 
your child practice their phonics. This activity is aimed at early 
readers i.e. KS1 who are able to sound out and read simple texts. It 
is designed to practice identifying known phonemes to help them 
when sounding out in larger texts and with unfamiliar words. 

The focus is on the ‘aw’ phoneme/sound as in ‘yawn’ or ‘awful’. This 
is represented by the ‘aw’ grapheme/letters. This is taken from the 
national curriculum. If your child’s school uses the ‘Read Write Inc 
phonic scheme, this phoneme is from Set 3 and is called ‘aw, yawn 
at dawn’.  

Children should read through the text with your help, identifying 
each occasion when the phoneme is used and circling/underlining 
it. They should be reminded that the ‘aw’ phoneme may be found 
at the start, middle or end of a word in English and should be 
encouraged to look for it in longer words too such as ‘awesome’. 
This is a tricky word that cannot be easily decoded. Allow them to 
sound out the word as best they can and discuss the phoneme they 
know and the tricky word ‘some’ to work out the whole word. 

Discuss with them any instances where they encountered a word 
with a different grapheme making the ‘aw/or’ sound, such as ‘or’, 
‘oar’ in ‘roar’ or potentially the ‘a’ in ‘all’. Recognising these different 
graphemes will help them with spelling in writing. The words ‘was’, 
‘want’ and ‘swap’ have also been included, as they contain ‘wa’ 
(the ‘aw’ phoneme inverted) so children can practice decoding 
words that may look alike but sound very different. 

The primary purpose of this exercise is decoding of the ‘aw’ 
phoneme, but this can also be used to practise comprehension. They 
may encounter some unfamiliar words as they read, such as ‘flaws’ 
or unfamiliar expressions like ‘the last straw’. Encourage them to try 
to infer meaning from the context of the sentence or story and then 
discuss if they worked it out correctly. 


