
Name: _______________ 
 

Phoneme Poems:  A Dinosaur Scare! 
 

Hi! Fezziwig the owl here! I wrote a poem about a dinosaur, but in some of the 
words I used the wrong graphemes! I meant to use ‘are’! Read the poem and 

please correct my spelling, using the ‘are’ grapheme. But one of the words does 
not need changing! Can you spot it? 

 
One day I saw a dinosaur and she gave me such a scair __________, 

She let out a roar just before she gave an evil glear ___________. 
 

Here in her lair, her mean stair __________ made me want to run, 

It was just a daire _________ to explore there, and it really wasn’t fun! 
 

I felt so sad that she was mad, that I had seen her there ________. 

Perhaps this space, was her own place and she did not want to shear _______. 



Name: _______________ 
 

But behind her legs, sat the eggs she thought that I was there for, 

I should have guessed, inside her nest, was what she longed to cear ________ for.  
 

I do not get why she thinks that I would steal something so raer __________, 

As the eggs (all four) of a dinosaur and leave her nest so bear _________.  
 

I waved goodbye, she stood on high and I ran as fast as I could, 

Please bewair _________, if you don’t want a scaure __________ 

To stay away from T. rexes for good! 
 

Did you fix all my spellings? Thank you! And did you catch the word that did not 

need changing? Check your answers with a grown up and then why not try 

making your own dinosaur poem? 



Name: _______________ 
 

Phoneme Poems:  A Dinosaur Scare! – Answers 
 

Here are the correct spellings, using the ‘are’ grapheme.  
 
One day I saw a dinosaur and she gave me such a scair   scare, 

She let out a roar just before she gave an evil glear  glare. 
 

Here in her lair, her mean stair  stare   made me want to run, 

It was just a daire  dare   to explore there, and it really wasn’t fun!  
 

I felt so sad that she was mad, that I had seen her there  (this is correct!). 

Perhaps this space, was her own place and she did not want to shear  share. 

 

 



Name: _______________ 
 

But behind her legs, sat the eggs she thought that I was there for, 

I should have guessed, inside her nest, was what she longed to cear  care  for.  
 

I do not get why she thinks that I would steal something so raer  rare, 

As the eggs (all four) of a dinosaur and leave her nest so bear  bare.  
 

I waved goodbye, she stood on high and I ran as fast as I could, 

Please bewair  beware, if you don’t want a scaure  scare, 

To stay away from T. rexes for good!  

 

Well done! Now time for that dinosaur poem of your own?  

Or you could draw a picture of a dinosaur! 



Name: _______________ 
 

Guidance for Parents 
 

 

If your child is still at home, this writing activity will hopefully help your child practice their phonics. This 
activity is aimed at early readers and writers i.e. KS1 who are able to sound out and read simple texts 
and are confident forming letters and writing simple sentences. It is designed to practice 
‘encoding’/writing known phonemes to help learners with spelling and checking their work.  
 

The focus is on the ‘are’ phoneme/sound as in ‘bare’ or ‘scared’. This is represented by the ‘are’ 
grapheme/letters. This is taken from the national curriculum. If your child’s school uses the ‘Read Write 
Inc phonic scheme, this phoneme is from Set 3 and is called ‘are, care and share’.  
 

Children should read through the text with your help, identifying each occasion when the phoneme is 
used and noting the incorrect spelling. They can then practice writing the word with the correct 
grapheme in the space provided. If they are stuck initially, point out that the poem title will help with 
the first line. In some cases, correct sounding out will prove the spelling error: ‘glear’ and ‘shear’ when 
sounded out as written will be nonsensical. In other cases the understanding that different graphemes 
can produce the same sound will aid with reading and spelling. ‘Lair’ and ‘there’ should reinforce that 
‘are’ is not always correct, and support this learning. The concept that two real words can sound the 
same but be spelled differently (homophones) can also be introduced: stair/stare and bear/bare have 
been included to facilitate this. The children should infer from the context of the poem which meaning 
(and therefore which spelling) is correct: for example, a mean staircase or leaving a bear in a nest. Does 
the child think those ideas make sense here? ‘Beware’ is also included as a longer word to stretch the 
learning and boost confidence for readers progressing to longer texts.  


